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Coming for the first time?...

 

When to come
Our Sunday worship is at 11:00 a.m. The doors are open about a half hour before the worship time so feel free to come early! Most people arrive between 10:50 a.m. – 10:59 a.m. You will be welcomed by one of our greeters, and given a program, or “bulletin”, for the day. Please direct any questions you may have upon arrival to one of our greeters.
What to wear
We're pretty relaxed! Just come as you are – we invite everyone to dress as you are comfortable. We have people who – depending on the weather – come in casual clothes like  jeans or shorts, T-shirts or sweaters, and some prefer to dress in business-casual clothes like dress shirts or blouses,  slacks or skirts. However you prefer to dress, we would be glad to have you in our midst.

We love children and youth
If you have children and/or youth, they are welcome to join us in the worship service. Children are an important part of the family of God!
· For children under the age of 3: many parents prefer to keep their child with them in the service and this is fine with us. If you would prefer to leave your child (or children) in nursery care, we would be happy to take good care of your child (or children) – please simply talk with one of our greeters when you arrive. We recognize it is normal for small children to contribute their own cries, chirps and chuckles – this is not a problem, especially during the first half of the service when there is lots of activity and singing. If at any time you need to take your child (or children) out of the service, our lobby is a good place, or again, simply speak with one of our greeters.
· For children ages 3 – grade 5: we invite them to into the first part of the service, and then invite them downstairs for Sunday School. Sunday School is a time for the children to engage in age-appropriate learning of Bible stories, crafts and special activities, led by two members of the Sunday School leadership team.

· For youth in grades 6-12: we invite them into the first part of the service every week. On the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, there is “Youth Tyme,” led by our Youth Workers, Carolyn and Thomas. Youth Tyme engages our youth in a lesson for the day, discussion, and a game or activity, and is located downstairs in our Youth Room. On the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, the youth are invited to stay for the whole service and participate with the whole congregation.

Getting here
Bethany is located north of Danforth Avenue and south of O'Connor Drive, in east Toronto; 1041 Pape Avenue at Cosburn Avenue (across from McDonald's).
· Taking public transit:  From the subway, take the Bloor-Danforth line and get off at Pape Station; take any bus going north (#25, #81) and be dropped off at Cosburn Avenue. Buses also stop regularly at Pape and Cosburn travelling south on Pape Avenue, or east and west along Cosburn Avenue.
· Driving:  ** From the Gardiner Expressway, travel north along the Don Valley Parkway (DVP) and take the Don Mills Road South exit. Turn right (west) onto O'Connor Drive, and at third lights (Pape Avenue), turn left; travel south along Pape Avenue to Cosburn Avenue.
** 
From the 401, travel south along the Don Valley Parkway (DVP) and take the Don Mills Road south exit. Turn right (west) onto O'Connor Drive, and at third lights (Pape Avenue), turn left; travel south along Pape Avenue to Cosburn Avenue.

· Parking:  there is plenty of FREE on-street parking around Bethany.

Entering the Church – Cosburn doors
The sanctuary (the worship area) is on the upper level of the church building. Most people enter the church through the Cosburn Avenue doors – feel free to use the stairs, or use the wheelchair ramp. You are also welcome to enter the Pape Avenue doors. Washrooms are downstairs near the back of the building – follow the signs or ask for directions.

During the worship
Bethany’s worship team will lead the congregation through the hymns and modern songs, and indicate when you can stand, etc. If you want, or need, to remain seated that's just fine. Somewhere through the service there will be a collection of money to support the church programs. Don't feel pressured to make a contribution, just pass the plate along the row.

After the service
The worship service lasts from 11:00 a.m. until about 12:15 p.m. People tend to stick around for awhile and visit – we invite you to introduce yourself to those around you, if you feel comfortable. If you would prefer to slip out quickly afterward, that’s OK too! Pastor Jim greets people in the Lobby and stays until there is no one left, so he would also be happy to talk with you.

On the 1st Sunday of each month, Communion is served; everyone, including visitors, are welcome to stay for Communion. Communion is a time to remember the life, death, and rising again of Jesus – you are welcome to participate if you feel comfortable, or simply pass the bread and juice along the row when it comes.

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, we have refreshments downstairs. Our coffee time is another opportunity to chat and get to know other better. We would love to have you join us.

Want to know more?
Don't hesitate to talk to Pastor Jim or any of the members. If you would like a visit just let us know. You could either make arrangements with Pastor Jim or one of our Deacons on Sunday, or feel free to contact the church office by phone (416-425-9472) or email (bethanychurch@sympatico.ca).















